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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) identify the supportive needs of caregivers for patients
after open-heart surgery 2) examine social support available to these caregivers 3) explore the
relationship between personal characteristics such as gender, age, educational level, occupation, and
income and the social support and supportive care needs of caregivers for patients after open-heart
surgery. The conceptual framework was the applied motivation theory of Maslow. The study
population comprised caregivers of patients who had undergone open-heart surgery at Rajavithi
Hospital. The population consists of 511 caregivers of patients who underwent open-heart surgery and
received treatment at Rajavithi Hospital. A sample size of 220 people was determined based on
Krejcie and Morgan’s sampling concept, using convenience sampling. The research instrument was a
questionnaire. Statistical analyses included number, percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi-square
test, Pearson correlation coefficient, and Spearman rank.

The results revealed that 1) the average level of supportive needs of caregivers for patients
after open-heart surgery high, 2) the social support of caregivers for patients after open-heart surgery
has an average value at a high level and 3) gender, age, educational level, occupation and income have
no relationship with the supportive care needs of caregivers of patients after open-heart surgery, and
social support is positively correlated with the supportive needs of caregivers of patients after open-

heart surgery, with statistical significance at the .01 level.
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